Nitric oxide in respiratory diseases.
The formation and modulation of nitric oxide (NO) in the lungs is reviewed. Its beneficial and deleterious roles in airways diseases, including asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and cystic fibrosis, and in animal models is discussed. The pharmacological effects of agents that modulate NO production or act as NO donors are described. The clinical pharmacology of these agents is described and the therapeutic potential for their use in airways disease is considered.